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Description

Currenthy, the design process of & twrbine, an array and associzted infrastructurs
does not take into accourt the potential to enhance marine life (biodiversity),
contribute to fisheries sustainability or aguaculture production. This process may
have conservation value and may provide nursery areas for commercizlly relevant
fish and shellfish, but thers is & need w0 undertake ressarch 1o 853255 the potential
value of this process. Inthe longer term, this could contribute to the sustainability of
local fishing opportunities. The use of offshore renewable sites for aguaculture has
been explored in principle and through some limited trials, but there are likely 1o be
significant logistical, biological and economic challenges to successful, commercial
deployment. There is opposition 1 renewables developments that are perceived or
in reality compromise fishing activity. Developing clear and demonstrable pathways
10 achieving these objectives could potentially help to streamline consenting and
licencing processes and perhaps mors importantly securs socizl license. There ars
potentially significant cost savings in this process.
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